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By Caroline Tell

ﬁ_ s part of its ongoing effort to offer designer
styles at affordable prices, footwear retailer

Payless ShoeSource has set its
third collaboration, this time
with Stacey Bendet of Alice +
Olivia.

The collection, Alice +
Dlivia for Payless, will hit
stores in spring 2008 and will
be available in 400 Payless
stores and on its Web site, as
well as in Alice + Olivia bou-
Liques.

“Stacey 1s an amazing talent
and representative of modern
eclectic thinking and design,
and we are lucky to be able to
platform her talent and cre-
ativity for our customers,” said
Payless ShoeSource president
and chief executive officer
Matt Rubel.

"We have two amazing de-
slgners we work with who are
different and complementary, -«
but we wanted our customer
to respond to another fashion idea of flirty and
contemporary that we felt Stacey was doing with
her line,” he added. “So we looked around for
that type of look and saw her as the most talent-
ed person connecting to that.”

Bendet joins Lela Rose and Abaeté designer
Laura Poretzky in the program, which is a key
strategy aimed at democratizing fashion and de-
sign in the accessories business.

“We are not about being exclusive,” said
Rubel. “We are about being inclusive and elevat-
ing and celebrating ideas, and making them ac-
cessible through great pricing and easy access
in store locations. We want to take great design
and bring it Lo every customer”™

Alice + Olivia for Payless will retail for $20 to
$30. Bendet hasn't begun designing vet, but fore-
sees a mix of brightly colored platform sandals,
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Ready, set, go. Doo-Ri Chung was struck by a bit of wanderlust
this resort season. “| see all my pieces worn with suitcases

in hand,” she said. “There's a real travel feeling.” And clothes
like her stylish cotton trench for Doo.Ri would have delighted both
Bette Davis and Claude Rains. For more, see pages 6 and 7.

The Bidding for Barneys:
2 Mideast Equity Firms
Said Driving Up the Price

By Vicki M. Young

NEW YORK — The bidding war for Barneys
New York could come down to who
blinks first.

Two Middle Eastern investment
entities are said to be in keen competition
to buy the designer retailer — one,
the Qatar Investment Authority, and
the other, Istithmar from Dubai. And
while no deal is certain, the winner
would end up paying a steep price:
Finaneial and industry sources said the
amount discussed is higher than the
31 billion to $1.2 billion that Barneys'
owner Jones Apparel Group is said to
be Hﬂekmg Several believe the bidding

See Mideast, Page5
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Aip-flops and ballet slippers to match her ready-
to-wear collection.

“Our customer i1s cool,” said Bendet. "She’ll
buy a 5600 beaded dress and wear it with flip-
flops that create a unique look.
For next spring, we're doing
a funky, late-Sixties, early-
Seventies look with bell-bot-
toms, high-waisted pants, tu-
nics and fun dresses. It will be
great to tie in shoes in some
great colors and cool patent
leathers.”

The designer said she’ll
eventually design shoes for her
own label, most likely for the
tall 2008 season.

“Shoes have been on the
horizon for a little while,” said
Bendet. “We've been trying to
decide the direction to go. But
[ thought this is a neat thing to
do and [ love the direction that
Payless 1s going in.”

In celebration of the partner-
ship, Bendet will stage a fashion
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& &£Shoes have been on the

horizon for a little while.??
— Stacey Bendet, Alice + Olivia

show on June 30 at Alice + Olivia’s new store in
Southampton, N.Y. Other retail locations include
Midtown and downtown Manhattan and one in
Los Angeles. A Malibu, Calif, outpost is slated to
open next year.

In addition to shoes, Bendet plans to design
sungldﬁeq under her own label and may even
join forces with Payless again on a headband
collection.

“*Shades and shoes are my favorites,”
sald.
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